TOWARDS A COHERENT POLICY
the things which they express), there is, of course, a
good deal to be said for changing the name.
If in the course of the next few years the Grand
Alliance which seems now in process of formation
stands mainly for the principles outlined; if it makes
it clear that it guarantees, not frontiers but peace; that
the significance of frontiers may be greatly modified
by voluntary agreements; that the chances of real and
lasting change are better in that direction than by the
hazards of war, then we may create a situation in
which it will gradually become plain to the German
people (and government) that for Germany to con-
tinue outside the combination would expose her to
more risks and give her less power than she would
possess as a member of the club.
The ultimate outcome will depend upon whether
any sanity at all can modify the nationalist scale of
values now accepted by the peoples of the world*
The world over the Nationalist has a scale of values
which might be indicated thus:
Rather than that one peasant now under our rule
shall pass to foreign rule, even though that rule be
better than our own, we will see a million of our people
perish on the battlefield. Rather than yield one acre
of our land, though it be but worthless barren rock, we
will see the world in agony, and all justice, all mercy,
all pity, all decency perish from the earth.
So long as that is our scale of values, as, in fact, it is
with the nationalist, there can be no peace and, of
course, civilisation must perish. But there is no
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